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to obtain yet one more interview with the young lady.
Zeynab, however, took her precautions, and brought
with her this time, not her own attendants only, but
several others of her Meccan female friends, easily
induced to accompany her by their curiosity to make a
nearer acquaintance with the first poet of the day. The
rendezvous was in a valley at some distance out of town ;
and there the whole party remained from evening to
sunrise ; the result was a serious proposal of marriage
on 'Omar's part, accepted by Zeynab ; but on condition
that, after her own and her father's removal to their
projected establishment in the neighbourhood of the
Persian* Gulf, 'Omar should follow them thither, and
there make his offer in due form. In the meantime he
was neither to see her nor speak with her, either in
public or in private.

'Omar  accepted the  conditions, intended  probably
in part as a trial of his constancy; and, with charac-
teristic levity, had hardly accepted than he broke them.
Only a few days later he learnt that Zeynab, before
quitting Mecca, designed a visit to some one of the
numerous   memorials   in   its  vicinity;   and, thereon,
mounted his celebrated 'white-starred charger' Komeyt,
and alone, but armed, set out on a side-track in hopes
of a meeting with the daughter of Moosa.    On his way
he fell in with another horseman, also armed and alone,
travelling in the  same   direction.    Conversation fol-
lowed ;   and   'Omar,   finding   his   new   acquaintance
sprightly and accomplished, was led on to treat him
with a recital of his latest poem, commemorative of the
very rendezvous just described.    'It would seem you
do not know that the lady is my cousin,' said the other,
with a dark look.    'Omar, disconcerted, did not even
venture explanation or excuse, but turned his horse's
head, and rode back full speed for Mecca.